TRADUCCIÓN.

ROSITA MELO.


Her BIOGRAPHY, by  her daughter Emilce Susana Piuma de Torres.


Rosita Melo is the first female composer internationally renowned. Her waltz “Desde el Alma” (From the Soul) remains as popular as ever, crossing borders around the world just like at the beginning, when she composed it at the age of fourteen. It is a classic.


Rosita´s real name was Rosa Clotilde Mele de Piuma. She was born in the city of Montevideo (Republic of Uruguay) on July 9, 1897. Her parents, both Italian, were Miguel Mele y Rosa Luciano de Mele. She was the youngest of their children.


She lived at Valle 3 in Montevideo until she turned two years old.


She was baptized in the Cathedral of Montevideo, the entry of which is recorded in Book of Baptisms 59, Folio 448.


At the age of two, her family settled in the Argentine Republic. Her new home was located on Estados Unidos street in the Capital City.


At the age of four she could already play the piano by ear; that was her true passion. Once in primary school, she never gave up her music studies.


After moving, together with her parents and siblings, to a house located on Lobos street (today called Gregorio de Laferrere) in the neighborhood of Flores, and still a young girl, the need to compose kept growing within her.


Ever-romantic, her music has the charm and sweetness of what spontaneously springs up from the heart. For that reason, at the age of fourteen, at the threshold of adolescence, she poured all her inner strength into  the notes of her first waltz  “Desde el Alma”. Unknown to her, she had composed what would become her masterpiece, which would immortalize her by being broadcast all over the world. In those times, composers could not rely on the media as it is nowadays, nor on the advertising backing; this makes her piece more of praise.


She continued studying and composing music. She graduated as a Piano Professor, and later on as a concert pianist from Conservatoire Thibau-Piazzini, with a golden medal.


Still in Buenos Aires, she gave concerts of Classical and Popular music at the largest cultural centers of that time, receiving copious medals and prizes, as well as warm applauses.


On February 23, 1922, she married the poet and writer Víctor B. Piuma Velez, who worked for the Finance Ministry and did paintings as a hobbie.


Her poems were published, among others, in the book  “Antología de Poetas Jóvenes” (Anthology of Young Poets), along with those of Alfonsina Storni, Alfredo Bufano –her great friend-, and other renowned poets. Such poems were also published on the cultural pages of various newspapers and magazines.


It was her husband who years later would write the verses for all of Rosita´s musical compositions, and the first lyrics of “Desde el Alma”.



I too from the soul


declared my affection


Humble and poor


But saintly and good


Like a mother´s 


Like God is to be loved.



Because you are my life


Because you are my dream


Because the sorrow


That in my soul I felt


You dissipated


With your love.

After so much pain


Your saintly love


Made me forget


The bitterness


That until yesterday I kept 


Within my soul and heart.


Forgive me mother 


If I for one instant forgot


Your caress


Your tender kisses


Your plea


Oh! Forgive me.


But if you only knew


The good Virgin Mary


That today comforts me


That brings me happiness


In those sad moments


When I think of you.


Forgive me mother


If I for one instant forgot you


Forgive me, forgive me mother


That your memory


I´ll forever recall.


Rosita and Víctor lived for some years in a large house on Páez Street (Páez and Nazca) in the neighborhood of Flores. There is where their first son was born: Jorge Horacio Piuma, who died a month later. This was a devastating blow for their hearts.


They later moved to Ramos Mejía, to a country house between the streets Viamonte and Brown.


Their two daughters were born there: Hebe Lía Piuma and Emilce Susana Piuma.


They moved back to the neighborhood of Flores at the time when the eldest had to start her high school studies and the youngest was a few years away from starting elementary school. This time they lived on Varela Street, where Rosita composed her last compositions; that is where Rosita and Víctor lived until their final days.


It was in this house where they received a phone call from the unforgettable Homero Manzi, informing them that he would like to include the waltz “Desde el Alma” in the film “Pobre mi madre querida”(Poor, my dear mother), featuring the great Italian actress Emma Gramática, Aída Luz and the famous Hugo del Carril, who was to sing it.


Manzi then offered Piuma Velez to write new lyrics for the film, since the old ones were dedicated to the mother and what was needed were words about love.


These new lyrics, later recorded by Hugo del  Carril, were also signed by H. Manzi, at the request of Piuma Velez.


The present lyrics for the waltz read as follows:


Alma, if you have been hurt so


Why do you refuse to forget?


Why do you prefer


To long for what´s been lost,


To search for what you´ve loved,


To call what´s passed away?


You live uselessly in grief


And I know you never deserved


To bear the sorrow


For being good,


As good as you were


For love.


What once began no longer is,


What later


Stopped being


What in the end


By mistake


Was a bitter night for the heart.


Leave those letters!


Go back to your old illusions!


Together with the pain


That opens a wound


Comes life


Bringing another love.


Alma don´t shut the window


Which keeps out the happy morning sun


Don´t get desperate


That the dearest of dreams


Is the one which hurts us most,


The one that aches the most.


You live uselessly in grief


And I know you never deserved


To bear the sorrow


For being good,


As good as you were


For love.


It should be stressed that “Desde el Alma” had already achieved success and had been recorded without lyrics, as Rosita composed it when she was a girl.


Nowadays this waltz is successful in countries like Japan, France, Hungary, Switzerland, Finland, Holland, Belgium, Norway, Cuba, Moscow, USA, Spain, Italy, and Greece. It has conquered hard-to-reach markets, and of course, all of Latin America and Argentina.


At present it forms part of the repertoire of most modern groups. It is an ever-lasting waltz,  it is a classic.


Most TV channels, several radio programs, S.A.D.A.I.C, etc., have paid homage to Rosita Melo, as well as the journalism of other countries, who displayed their affection and emotion, and that of their respective people.


She was appointed representative of music at a ceremony which took place at the Colon Theater, on the Day of the Woman, being assigned a box of S.A.D.A.I.C.


Her waltz “Desde el Alma” would for ever be associated to her name, as if piece and composer were one. To say “Desde el Alma” is to say Rosita Melo.


Although “Desde el Alma” was her first, it was not the only piece of music she composed; Rosita composed all throughout her life.


Some of the music that forms part of her compositions are classical waltzes, “criollos” (native) waltzes, tangos, “pasodobles”, marches, polkas, ballads, styles, etc,. Most of the lyrics were written by her husband.


All this extensive repertoire was not edited, it remains unpublished, although it is filed with SADAIC and as Intellectual Property.


Rosita and Víctor had three grandchildren. Their eldest daughter, Hebe Lía Piuma, gave them their first granddaughter: Nora Hebe Vallebona. And their youngest daughter, Emilce Susana Piuma de Torres, gave them two grandchildren: Jorge Daniel Torres and Karina Emilce Torres. They brightened their lives.


On June 28, 1976, Rosita lost her beloved husband.


On August 12, 1981, God called upon her to reunite with her husband.


Her body rested in the Pantheon of SADAIC, together with that of her husband. Later, the Secretary of Culture of the Nation, offered a parcel at the “Retreat of  Public Figures”, in Chacarita Cemetery, where her two daughters erected a monument. This is where her body rests, along with that of her husband, but her soul (“alma”) next to God is alive in her music, every day more in vogue, glowing as always with other composers, who, like her, compose out of love.


Her eldest daughter, Hebe Lía, is author and composer of numerous songs, also unpublished.


She composed a waltz in her memory entitled “A Rosita Melo” (To Rosita Melo); its first lines read as follows:


To your great emotion,


Today calmness has arrived,


You left your heart


In this “Desde el Alma”.


On January 13, 1988, God called for her to join her parents. Emilce Susana, their other daughter, is at present compiling an album with all of Rosita Melo´s unpublished material, which will undoubtedly be as successful, because her music is an unconditional surrender of her soul and her dreams, the only things which can touch the bottom of our hearts. 


I, Mirta Susana Echeverría, Public Translator in the Argentine Republic, duly admitted and sworn, residing and practicing in the City of Buenos Aires, Matrícula in Volume VIII, Folio 456, No. 2078, do hereby certify the foregoing to be a faithful and true translation into English from the original document in Spanish which I have had before me and is attached hereto. Done and signed in Buenos Aires this tenth day of the month of April of the year 2000.



[For certification purposes only:]Es traducción fiel al idioma inglés del documento original en idioma castellano al cual me remito, que he tenido a la vista y que adjunto a la presente en Buenos Aires a los 10 días del mes de abril del año 2000.


